
Industrial Hygiene Committee 
Update

Universal City, CA
September 2015



Committee Purpose

• This committee has been formed to provide a 
forum among Environmental, Health & Safety 
Communications Panel (EHSCP) member 
companies to identify industrial hygiene 
concerns and issues in the communications 
Industry, and assist member companies in 
addressing those concerns through shared 
experience and knowledge.



Objectives include:

• Sharing of resources and solutions to promote 
environmental, health and safety

• Benchmarking concerning technical processes, 
procedures and equipment used in industrial 
hygiene

• Preparation of responses to proposed 
regulations relating to industrial hygiene on 
behalf of the EHSCP



Topics include:
• EH&S Proposed Regulations
• Hazard Communication (GHS)
• Manhole Entry - Gas Monitors
• Lead Safety – (cable & battery straps, OSP cable)
• Asbestos
• Hearing Conservation
• Distributed Antenna Systems – DAS RF
• Indoor Air Quality
• Chemical Exposures
• Communicable Diseases
• Other topics of concern to the industry



Current Members

John Malone, AT&T, Committee Chair
Bryan Stolte, Alcatel Lucent 
Kyle Madden, Verizon 
Bob Harding, CenturyLink
Kathy Turner,  AT&T
Don Snyder, Crown Castle
Clarence Watson, Windstream
Tim Richardson, Windsteam



2014-15 Disappointments

• We lost 3 members of our committee this year.  
• We will miss them and hope them the best in their 

future endeavors. Eric Allgaier , Gary Foltz, & Nathan Williams



2014-15 Accomplishments

Lead Sheathed Cable
• Continue to compare data and practices on 

management of lead-sheathed cable.  This is 
an issue for most member companies and we 
are attempting to consolidate our knowledge 
database and share best practices.



2014-15 Accomplishments (cont’d)

• Discovered OSHA’s Confined Space in 
Construction  Standard and it’s potential 
impact on our business.

• New regulation potentially eliminates 
manhole entry under 1910.268.

• AT&T field petition in the Court of Appeals
• Verizon filed adding on to the AT&T filing.



2014-15 Accomplishments (cont’d)

• We are awaiting outcome of petition to court 
related to outcome of manhole entry 
program.

• Looking favorable, but no guarantee



Please contact a member or the 
chair, John Malone at 

jm7842@att.com if you:
• are interested in participating on the 

committee, or
• you have topics that would like to see the 

committee address.

mailto:jm7842@att.com
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Environmental Committee Update

• Purpose
• Members
• Activities
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Environmental Committee Update
• Purpose

– To share ideas & approaches 
to environmental issues & 
regulations affecting our 
industry.

– To monitor and alert EHSCP
companies of new & 
proposed environmental laws 
and standards & their impact 
to our industry.

– To share new ideas & best 
practices related to a variety 
of compliance and 
environmental stewardship 
issues.
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Environmental Committee Update
• Co-Chairs

– Barb Dowski, Level 3
• barb.dowski@level3.com

– Greg Myka, Verizon
• gregory.m.myka@verizon.com
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Environmental Committee 
Update

• Latest Participants
· Barb Dowski – Level 3

· Barbara Patton –AT&T

· Ben Harris –Comcast

· Bob Gurdikian –Level 3

· Cindi Cave – AT&T

· Cathy Stafford -Sprint

· Debi Emery -Comcast

· Greg Myka –Verizon 

· Kathy Tobin –Verizon

· Marie Robinson –AT&T

· Natalie Kirchner –Level 3

· Paul Hausman –Verizon

· Robin Sequin – CenturyLink

· Steve Moon – T-Mobile



Environmental Committee Update

• Meeting format
• When?
• Why attend?
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Environmental Committee Update

• Federal Issues
– EPA UST Rules

• Comments to Agency
• Promulgated July 2015

– WOTUS
– Demand Response
– E-waste
– Aerosol cans
– Hazardous waste rules
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Environmental Committee
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Environmental Committee Update
• State Issues

– CA
• Subsurface Utilities Permit

– CO
• Small generator exemption

– MD
• Universal Waste 

Accumulation
– Comments submitted by 

committee

– NV
• Small generator permitting 

exemption (really?)
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Environmental Committee Update

• State Issues –con’t
– NY

• Proposed UST regulations
– Comments submitted 

by committee

– Various states
• CEDs
• Battery Stewardship

– CA, CT, MI, MN, NY, TX, 
others…
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Environmental Committee Update

• International
– Petroleum Storage Tanks
– Sustainability

• Carbon Disclosure project

– BMPs
– Possible sub-committee 

or stand-alone?
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Environmental Committee 
Update

Thank you !!
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Ergonomic Committee Update

Universal City, CA
September 2015
Marie Robinson  



Current Members

Kyle Madden, Verizon Wireline
Marie Robinson, AT&T, Committee Chair 
Don Becker, Verizon Wireless 
Todd Belobraydich, Comcast
Kathy Turner,  AT&T
Barb Dowski, Level 3
Kathy Hughes, Sprint
Chris Cygan, Sprint

Poor Ergonomics
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Committee History & Activity
• The Ergonomics Committee was 

formed in 2000 to address the 
National Ergonomics Regulation. 

• After the regulations was 
rescinded in 2001, the 
committee stayed together to 
address issues proactively. 



Recent activities

• Benchmarking issues
• Update the “Ergonomic Guidelines for 

Common Job Functions within the 
Telecommunications Industry” Document?

• Lack of participation leads to

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reached out to ATT, Sprint and Verizon.
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Bad Decisions involve Ergonomics 



Throw back Thursday…



Safety Committee Update

Universal City, CA
September 2015
Jay Weir



Current Members
 Jay Weir, AT&T, Chair
 Joe Lazarony, Ericsson
 Mike Beekman, Level3
 David Bloome, Level3
 Steve Reichenauer, Verizon Wireless
 Grif Bond, CenturyLink
 Brian Wiedower, Sprint
 Trey Pitts, Sprint
 George Kerstetter, Verizon
 Floyd Williams, Verizon
 Don Snyder, Crown Castle
 Jill Downey, Bell Canada – New Member
 Gina Mannino, Verizon Wireless – New Member
 Andy Shapiro, Member Emeritus
 Marshall Berry, AT&T
 Barbara Patton, AT&T
 Gary Schongar, Verizon



Committee History 
• The NTSP, now known as the EHSCP 

was originally called the “Bell System 
Safety Council” and was created in the 
60’s so that safety issues could be 
discussed across what was then the 
Bell System.  Safety issues of many 
kinds have been discussed over the 
ensuing years.

• The EHSCP Safety Committee was 
created in 2012.  It has the same creed 
to discuss safety issues across the 
expanded communications industry, 
and meets on a regular basis.



Safety Committee Activity
• The Safety Committee has met several times in the 

last few months to look into questions on:
• Pole climbing equipment

• Discussed how companies have or are putting new Safety devices 
such as “Buck Squeeze”, “Super Squeeze”, Cynch-Lock, and 
Patriot in use as being required 

• Tower Safety 
• Worked with NATE on the 100% Tie Off Program
• Worked with and continue to work on the Wireless  Industry 

Safety Task Force.  

• Comments on Executive Order – Fair Pay and Safe 
Workplace
• Helped to create industry comments on the Guidance for the 

Presidential Executive Order 13673 “Fair Pay and Safe 
Workplaces”.  The order covers 14 different DOL Programs 
including OSHA Compliance for Contractors to be able to bid on 
Federal jobs. 
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